
PUBLIC SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE
M I A  R O B E R T S O N ,  P R O G R A M  A S S I S T A N T  

At the Stennis Center for Public Service, we believe that young people have an
array of opportunities to become involved in public service and that involvement is
not limited to those who have formal education or years of experience. With a
commitment to public service and bettering one's community, young people can
cultivate positive change. You do not have to wait until you are able to run for
elected office to serve your community - public service provides a broad swath of
opportunities available to all of those ready to serve. 

Volunteer Your Time to Your Community 
One of the most effective and accessible forms of public service is volunteerism.
There are a plethora of volunteer opportunities available that can empower you to
become a better individual and a better citizen. 

Volunteer Opportunities Search Engine 
Points of Light provides a search engine that allows you to find volunteer
opportunities near you in a number of categories. Opportunites can be filtered by
issue and type, allowing you to volunteer virtually or in person.

Volunteer Opportunities By State

America's Service Commissions provides a search engine where you can input your
state and identify groups within your state dedicated to public service. Each state
has a state organization that promotes volunteerism. Find yours and connect with
your state's volunteering forces! 

Virtual Volunteer Opportunities 

Points of Light also offers a robust list of virtual opportunities for those interested
in volunteering. Because of resources such as this, volunteering has never been
easier, as you can volunteer from home in ways that you truly enjoy! 

Volunteer with Federal Agencies

USAJOBS.gov recommends volunteer opportunities with federal agencies. From
work in national parks to your own backyard, federal agencies grant several
opportunities to give back to your community. 

https://www.pointsoflight.org/volunteer-search/
https://www.statecommissions.org/find-your-state-service-commission
https://www.pointsoflight.org/virtual-volunteering-opportunities/
https://www.usajobs.gov/Help/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/students/volunteers/
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Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity works to revitalize communities and allow people to flourish
by building affordable, quality, safe homes. Habitat for Humanity has chapters
around the country where you can help build homes for those who need them.
Click here to find your local Habitat for Humanity and learn how you can get
involved. 

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels is dedicated to ensuring that every senior, especially those who
live alone, is provided adequate food. With Meals on Wheels, you can volunteer to
drive a meal to a senior's home, helping them to live independently and without
hunger. Sign up to volunteer here. 

Virtual Tutoring Opportunities 
The COVID-19 era revealed the necessity for widely accessible virtual tutoring.
Fortunately, there are a number of tutoring opportunities available. Kara Tutoring
provides free tutoring to financially disadvantaged students. Tutors must be in
high school, below 21 years of age, and must meet Kara's testing benchmarks
before tutoring students. 

Virtual Workshops
Many organizations host virtual workshops that require volunteers to lead
discussions or teach a workshop. TechGirlz is one of them; it is an organization
that seeks to increase the number of women in tech fields and get young girls to
get excited about STEM careers. If you are interested in HTML, digital design,
podcasting, and any other tech-related skills, consider leading a workshop for
TechGirlz! 

Tutor Students in English

COVID-19 has provided many opportunities to tutor students online, and a
particularly exciting one is the opportunity to teach students in other countries to
speak English. You can teach students in Latin American countries to speak
English here. 

Become Civically Engaged
The future of our country is heavily dependent upon the developments of each new
generation, bringing forth their energy, ideas, and values to the table. It is
critically important that young people participate in civic life and act as engaged
citizens. Doing so has the capacity to better our communities and empower
younger generations to lead lives dedicated to public service. 

https://www.habitat.org/
https://www.habitat.org/volunteer/near-you/find-your-local-habitat
https://www.habitat.org/volunteer/near-you/find-your-local-habitat
https://www.mealsonwheelsamerica.org/
https://www.mealsonwheelsamerica.org/americaletsdolunch
https://karatutoring.com/
https://www.techgirlz.org/
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3293165.jsp
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Educate Yourself on Your Community Leaders

Knowledge is power, and the prerequisite to becoming involved in civic life is
educating yourself on who represents you. To find out, click here.

Keep Up With Your Representatives

Knowing what your leaders are doing for you and your community is critical, as it
empowers you to hold your government accountable and support those who are
elected to serve you. To track what your representatives are doing and how they
are voting, click here. 

Watch Your Ecological Footprint 

One simple way you can serve your community is to live sustainably. Pick up trash
as you see it, invest in reusable bottles and grocery bags, and incorporate more
plant-based meals into your diet to maximize your impact. For more on how you
can watch your ecological footprint, click here. 

VOTE!
At every election, you have the opportunity to make your voice heard by voting.
This simple act is one of the greatest acts of public service. If you are of age,
register to vote! Many states allow voters to register online, which you can do here.
If your state does not allow for online registration, visit your local circuit clerk's
office and fill out a registration form.

Canvass for Political Candidates You Like 

If you are not old enough to vote, you can still express your support for candidates
you favor. Canvassing is a great way to become involved in the political process,
especially before you are eligible to vote. Most candidates' official websites have a
page where you can sign up to volunteer. From there, the campaign will provide
training and resources to prepare you to canvass. 

Encourage Those Around You to Vote

Peer-to-peer mobilization is undoubtedly one of the greatest tools to increase
voter turnout and excite voters. At Turnout Nation, you can volunteer to be a
captain, wherein you are responsible for helping your friends register to vote,
sending out tips for voting, and getting them to the poles. 

https://www.commoncause.org/find-your-representative/
https://www.govtrack.us/
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2018/12/27/35-ways-reduce-carbon-footprint/
https://www.vote.org/
https://www.turnoutnation.org/captain
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Engage in Dialogue

Dialogue can be intimidating, especially when discussing issues with those with
different views. However, with experience, dialogue can be a fruitful and effective
way to become a more engaged citizen. Dialogue empowers you to learn to
rationalize and defend your positions; it also exposes you to alternative
perspectives and grants you the opportunity to expand your worldview. Ensure
that dialogue is in good faith and that you are actively listening to understand
rather than respond. 

Everyone has the opportunity to participate in public service, even young people.
With the array of public service projects available today, you can better your
community even from the comfort of your own home. Start early and get a
headstart on a life dedicated to the enhancement of your world! 


